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IN MEMORIAM 
WAYNE S. RICH 
1912-2002 

Wayne Rich was a giant in New Hampshire numismatics and a cornerstone of this Association. Through his 
efforts, NHNA has prospered through the years since its founding in 1963. Wayne was also heavily involved with the 
new Hampshire Collectors’ Club, serving as its Executive Secretary for many years. Here, in Wayne’s own words, is a 
bit about the founding of these clubs: 

“In 1946, a group of mostly coin collectors organized the New Hampshire Collectors’ Club, and I was Charter 
Member #4. The club flourished to 100 members at its peak and is still operating. “The club sponsored and promoted the 
Tri-State Collectors’ Exhibition from 1957 to [the present], 

“In 1963, a group of coin collectors formed the New Hampshire Numismatic Association. Again, I wound up 
with charter member #4 and was elected corresponding secretary. I decided to start a bulletin called the Nonagon to be 
issued three times a year. Our seal was a nonagon, or nine-sided polygon, to indicate that N.H. was the ninth state in the 
Union. I was editor of the Nonagon from 1963 through 2001. In 1964, Concord Rotary Club began selling bicentennial 
medals in bronze and silver. I was lucky to become the owner of the #4 Concord medal in silver. As other towns issued 
bicentennial medals, I often bid on #4 silver in their auctions and became the owner of many by paying a premium. 

“The New Hampshire Numismatic Association began taking interest in the New England Numismatic 
Association (NENA). Eventually I became our state representative on the NENA Board of Directors. In 1970, 1 became 
president and was in charge of the first ever NENA Convention in New Hampshire. The group was having some financial 
difficulties. The convention was a great success and put NENA solidly back on its financial feet.” 

Now Wayne has parted from us. He shall be sorely missed. 

Bob Fritsch 

President, NHNA 


Remembering Wayne Rich 

In the parlance on New Hampshire Numismatics I guess I would be regarded as a relative newcomer 
as I moved to Nashua in late 1985, even then Wayne Rich was the Dean of New Hampshire Numismatics. 

From our first meeting, in Concord at the Tri-State collectors show, I always considered Wayne a 
friend. He was a soft spoken gentleman, well educated and astute with loads of knowledge to share as well as a many 
tales about coins and collecting in New Hampshire. 

He had incredible amounts of material mostly in 2x2 manilla envelopes, and it could be very tedious 
searching through his boxes. Trying to make sense of his cryptic pencil notes on the envelopes was difficult at best and 
I soon realized some of these items had been in the envelopes for decades, untouched. In many cases I found treasures 
from the 60's when grading was simpler, but today were considered much better than back then, so searching was 
worth the effort. 

For many years Wayne and I were side by side at the old Nashua Mall shows, which allowed for 
ample time to search his boxes and I would buy large quantities of early Lincolns, Indians and Buffalo nickels in 
particular. I also found odds and ends of type, dollars and tokens of interest over the years. During this time I also 
came to know his lovely daughter who often accompanied him to the shows. 

On 3 or 4 occasions I would travel to Concord and meet Wayne at his bank to go thru his boxes for 
more goodies. We’d have lunch together and he would always sit by patiently while I looked through hundreds of 
envelopes. 

Wayne was tireless in his efforts on behalf of the NHNA and as editor of the NONAGON for many 
years. He will be missed and remembered fondly as gentleman and a friend. 


Gary S. Galbo 


Auctions Are Still the Best Way of 
Determining Market Value... 


“Auctions are still the best way of determining fair market value,” said Alexander Forger, a lawyer with Milbanks, 
Tweed, Hadley & McCloy, who was an executor of the Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis estate sold in 1996 for $13.1 
million. “There’s no question of the validity and integrity of public auction.” New York Times, 12/07/01. 


Bowers and Merena Galleries has been in 
the forefront of the public auction arena for 
decades. In fact, Bowers and Merena Galler- 
ies is viewed as the standard against which all 
other auction houses measure themselves! 
Whether your collection is worth $5,000, 
$50,000 or more than $500,000, the same 
expertise that showcased the world’s most valu- 
able collection will showcase your coins as well. 

Consider the following: 

Four of five of the most valuable United States 
coin collections were sold by Bowers and Merena 
Galleries; in first place, the Eliasberg Collection for 
$44,900,000, followed by the Harry W. Bass, Jr. 
Collection at $38,000,000, the Garrett and Norweb 
Collections were also sold by our firm and rank as 
the third and fifth largest collections ever sold. 

Of the top five world record prices for U.S. 
coins, Bowers and Merena Galleries has sold 
three — including the most valuable coin ever 
sold, the 1 804 dollar for $4, 1 40,000. During the 
1 996-2000 period, as published in Auction Prices 
Realized, Bowers and Merena continued its suc- 
cess of record holding prices realized with five of 
the top 10 and 18 of the top 50! 

Over 50,000 active customers with hundreds 
of thousands of interested viewers and read- 
ers who can become active buyers at any 
moment in time! Our affiliation with Collec- 
tors Universe, owner of the many high-end 
collectibles companies, provides us with 
the most important and largest list of 
collectors ever assembled who will be 
made aware of the sale of your coins 
through our public auction and on the 
internet. And, let’s remember that the 
same bidders and buyers who set world 
record prices in the past, will be com- 
peting for your collection as well! 


BOWERS AND 



Highly respected and world renown, Q. David 
Bowers is one of the most successful numisma- 
tists of our time. Dave has received more numis- 
matic awards and honors than any other in his 
field, has served as President of the ANA and the 
PNG and is the only person who has ever held 
both of these esteemed offices. In addition, he is 
the author of over four-dozen numismatic books. 
Joined by Rick Bagg, Tom Becker, Mark 
Borckardt, John Kraljevich, John Pack, Beth 
Piper, Frank VanValen, and Gordon Wrubel, we 
have expertise and decades of experience in every 
area of numismatics. 

Awards, awards and more awards. Each year the 
Numismatic Literary Guild gives awards for auc- 
tion catalogues, books and publications. We have 
received more such awards than any other rare 
coin company in history. 

Our next prestigious auction is waiting for your 
collection. You can take advantage of the same 
expertise, the same track record, and the same 
quality of cataloguing, all for a low commission 
rate that you will find to be very competitive. It 
makes sense to have the most prestigious rare coin 
auctioneer handle your collection. Dave Bowers 
will personally supervise and participate in the 
showcasing of your collection or individual rari- 
ties, while the entire Bowers and Merena Galleries 
staff will lend expertise and enthusiasm. And, we 
can offer you an immediate cash advance against 
your consignment while we showcase your coins 
their finest advantage. 

■* We have the perfect auction coming up 
in 2002 for your coins, currency, world 
coins, tokens and medals, and other nu- 
mismatic items. To reserve a place for 
your material call Rick Bagg or John Pack 
today at 800-458-4646. It may well be 
the most financially rewarding decision 
you have ever made. 


ena Galleries 


A Collectors Universe Gorffiahy — NASDAQ: CLCT 


Box 1224 • Wolfeboro, NH 03894 • To!l-(Frce^ 
www.bowersandmerena.com 


"y»646 • In NH: 569-5095 • Fax: (603) 569-5319 
^_av^tion@bowersandmerena.com 
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NEW EDITOR 

The Nonagon is under new editorship. Bob Fritsch 
will be assuming these duties. As always, material 
from the membership for publication is highly 
desired. Address all Nonagon correspondence to 
PO Box 3003; Nashua, NH 03061-3003 or email 
Bob at bobfritsch@earthlink.net. 


Share your favorite Wayne Rich story with us. 
Send or email them to the addresses above. 
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ADVERTISING 

Advertising is accepted for The Nonagon at the 
following rates: Full page $20.00, Half Page 
$12.00, Quarter Page $7.00. The same ad may 
be included for three issues , Fall, Winter, and 
Spring, for 2'A times the single rate. Copy for 
the ads must be camera ready and may be 
submitted to The Nonagon ; PO Box 3003; 
Nashua, NH 03061-3003 by 1 September, 1 
January, or 1 April with a check made out to 
NHNA. A modest setup fee will be charged for 
non-camera ready ads. NHNA thanks our 
advertisers and members are encouraged to 
mention The Nonagon when responding to them. 
Those who support NHNA through advertising 
deserve your business. 


ADV3HT is xkg 
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National, Obsolets, and Scrip 


m, 
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please describe and price 

Warren S. Henderson 

621 Ramblin Rose Lano 
riokomis, Florida 34275 
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C'ONCORD COINS & ANTIQUES 
member of 

NEW HAMPSHIRE NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 



OLD COINS, ANTIQUES. 
RAILROAD MEMORABILIA 

bought and sold 

PROFFSSION.Al. APPRA1SA! S 

5 Soulh Stale Si.. Concord. N. II. 
fue.. Wed.. Thur.. Fri.. I 1 ;30 - ft P. M 
Sat. 10 A.M. -6 P.M. 

Closed Sun. and Mon. 

Tel. 224-9337 
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Wayne Rich - The Legacy of a Country Gentleman 

By Sam Allen LM-100 

I was asked by Bob Fritsch to pen some thoughts following the passing of Wayne Rich, my friend 
and mentor. I began to think of anecdotal stories of my interactions with Wayne, most of which 
brought a smile to my face. His endearing personal style reflected a time when life was more casual 
and men were judged by the depth of their character rather than their business card. 

I tried to imagine how Wayne would want to be remembered by his friends, colleagues and many 
customers. Words like honest, trustworthy, smart, frugal, and generous all come to mind. How 
many times had I seen Wayne give stamps or coins to youngsters eager to begin their first 
collection? How many times had I chuckled as Wayne poured through his train station load of 
suitcases at various shows searching for an item that would satisfy a customers inquiry. I 
remember the gentle affection he showed to his daughter Barbara as she frequently reminded him 
to stay on task. I will always respect his devotion to the N.H.N.A and its publication. The Nonaaon. 
This association remains in existence for no reason other than Wayne's dedication. 

I first met Wayne in 1981 at the annual Tri-State Show in Concord. Frustrated by the movement to 
certified grading and coin slabbing, I wandered into the show hoping that I could find another 
interest to satisfy my collecting fever. The first table I stopped at was Wayne's. He smiled and 
shook his head as I rambled on about how the coin collecting hobby had abandoned me. He 
handed me a three-ring binder and suggested that I look through it. The binder contained several 
pages of New Hampshire town medals. I was immediately hooked and Wayne and I developed a 
friendship that would span 20 years. Wayne introduced me to several collectors and dealers who 
reflected a "Who's Who" in New Hampshire numismatics. Bill Prince, Chick Nims, Bob Wester, and 
Ralph Bartlett, just to name a few. He cheered me on as I acquired the collections of Leon Savoy 
and Harry Ennis. We shared stories of new finds and he always encouraged me to document my 
treasures in the Nonagon. Wayne's influence encouraged me to build an historically important 
collection of New Hampshire exonumia, which will someday reside in its entirety at the Woodman 
Institute in Dover. 

Wayne led a simple life which was blessed with the love of two women, Caroline and Irene. He 
cared for them during their illnesses with patience and courage. He often spoke of the successes 
of his children and grandchildren with a soft-spoken humility. He beamed with pride as he carried a 
basket of vegetables from his garden into the Dover Collectors Club meeting to share with the 
members. He called me to visit him two weeks before his death and explained how he had become 
email literate to correspond with an old college friend. I kidded him about his transition from the 
world of a typewriter with broken keys to the boundless limits of cyberspace. We sat together for a 
long time and I realized that the real treasure was Wayne himself. 

I will miss the re-used envelopes and vintage stamps that always accompanied his correspondence. 

I will miss the rows of suitcases with rope handles. I will miss him as editor of the Nonaqon I will 
miss him as my friend. 


